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s. I wish to confirm our conversation’ regarding the 
ver request to me of Hie Majesty King Abcui Aziz Ibn Saud 
asking if it would be possible for our Government to loan him 
the services of competent road engineers. 


King Ibn Saud would like to know also the condi- 
tions of salary and payments required. 


I had the pleasure of meeting Thos. MacDonald, 
of Public Roads Administration, 515 14th St., N.W., 
iscussed this matter with him, He said that 








a he had engineers’ lable. For the proposed expedition a . 
¥regident engineer a alary of $500. per month and all expenses 
qeni stant eneists érmgt $350. to $400. and all expenses § &. 


wi 
would be visulilq: 
made monthly in 


e nts would be required to be 
. oe bank. 


Mr. MacDo said that above arrangements could ES ; 
be mike but only if the State ‘Departmenf so requested. 

The work proposed and Gggired by King Ibn ete 
is the construction of a road over whi@h 10-ton trucks can = = 
travel from Jizan to Abha, and from Abha to Nejran,Asir. 

This spring I made trips in which I found practicable routes 
for these roads. The length of the route from the seaport 
Jigen to Abha, Elevation 7,000 ft., 18 175 miles (285 kilo- 
meters), but the eapreyt tone 2 mountain section is only 2860 ft. 
vertical atetanee- be: 





New York, N. Y., 
November 12, 1940. 
Wallace Murray, Esq., -2. 


fhe route from Abha, Elevation 7,000 ft., to 
Nejran, Elevation 4300 ft., is 196 miles (317 kilometers). 


As soon as the war is over Hise Majesty wishes 
these roads to be constructed. He would have American road 
building equipment purchased similar to some I have already 
bought on the behalf of his Government. 





I shall be glad to give all details I possess 
when you or Mr. MacDonald may so desire. 


I know that Hie Majesty will very greatly appre- 
clate all you may be able to do and I shall be very glad to 
forward your communications to him. 


Yours sincerely, 


3 Handy Court, 
Burlington, 
Vermont ° 


we. 5 /U 


fo the American Minister, 
Caire,. 


The Secretary of State transmits copies of corres- 
pendence exchanged between the Chief of the Division ef 
Near Kastern Affairs and Mr. K. 3. Twitchell, of 3} Handy 
Court, Burlington, Vermont, who has recently returned to 
this eountry from Saudi Arabia. 

The American Minister is requested to inform the 
Geudi Arabian Government through the appropriate channel 
that his Gevernment will be pleased te cooperate with the 
Saudi Arabian Government with a view to facilitating the 
ebtaimment ef the services of American read engineers 
when they may be desired. 

When communicating with the Saudi Arabian Government 
the Mimister may make available a copy of the enslosed 
letter fron Mr. Twitchell. 
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Wovember 15, 1940 


Dear Mr. Twitchell: 

I have received your letter of November 12, 1940, 
velating te the desire of #is Majesty King Abdul Asis ihn 
Saud to engage the services of competent American road 
engineers fe# the construction ef certein reads in Sauét 
Avabia upeti the cenelusion of the present war. 

A copy of your commmication under acknowledgnent is 
being forwarded te the American Minister at Gaire whe, as 
you know, is aceredited te the King of Saudi Arabia and 
who, as you will doubtless appreciate, ts the appropriate 
channel through which the Saudi Arabian Government should 
communicate te this Goverment in the event the Depart- 
ment's assistance is desired with a view to obtaining 
American road engineers for the Saudi Arabian Government. 

The American Minister at Gairo is being requested 
te comuumicate through the appropriate channel with the 
Saudi Arabian Goverment and te state that this Depart- 
wine will be pleased te cooperate with the Saudi Arabian 


Government 
Me. K. 8. Twitehell, 


3 Bandy Court, 
Burlingten, Vermont. 
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Goverment with ae view te facilitating the obtainment of 
the services of American road engineers wien they may be 
desired. 

It was a pleasure to see you when you called at the 
Department, and I hepe that you will centinmue te keep in 
touch with ue and te let us know if we can assist you in 


any way. 
Sincerely yours, 
Wallaee Murray 
Chief, Divisien of Near Bastern Affairs 
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Deprrtment's mail ine tras tions| 610, November 15, 
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’ 00 
he Th : ane O 
oh € legation is in receipt of « note, d: ted cpril oO 
A 10, from the Seudi frebinn Ministry of Foreign «ffrirs he, 
conveying King Ibnseud's cpprecic tion of the offer of O1 
the &4£merican Government to cooperrte in obteining the < 
services of «zmericen rord engineers but sti ting tht ND 
the Seudi <rcbicn Government deems it :dviseble to hold 
the metter in ebeyance fortthe duration of the present 
internetionsel crisis. 
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TO GE TRANSMI 
WILL INDICATE WHETHER TELEGRAM SENT ntimanis sue 
Full rate Tes eee HOMDHIEIOENTIAL- COCR 
Collect Pcie lett SARTAIR. 
etter Ph Al, 
PP tae Deparhuent of State 
Dy eter Washington, 
tt 
Pci was July A 5 1941. 
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AMERICAN LEGATION This cable wae sert ir confide thal Coc. 


h should be curetully patechrased bales 
a CATRO | being communicated u alone. (2 
68 aie aac : 
The Department would aprecite ro views See whateen 
the Saudi hirabtan atti tude 


as |transmitted/ in vow) 37, | June 27, | 5 distin lees apply! equally / 


es Ithe suggestion/outlined in /the last paragraph off the 
Department's lp 





n the question of road enetneure! 


31,/ June 20, 8 staid Teenie with| that / 
suggestion,/it is contemplated that/ by and ae Saudi 
Arabian Kaveruientrenula be at tee donemcioe lenky sor 


[ 
porting dna Lodging the experts Bere ene ktse1 . 
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Enciphered by —_.___-_-__-..----- 
Sent by operator —___ M, —_______., I9_.,, —___-—..----- 
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My personal views as to acoeptability of 
other American expprts Were mentioned in my 878, 
July <, 10 pom. but if Department wishes I can make 
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& dizect inquiry of Seydi Arabian Government. 
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